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Exploring authentic data from a!range of academic genres, the monograph Investi-
gating Aspects of Academic Discourse provides insights into the mechanisms that make 
professional texts coherent, informative, and well-integrated into the academic dis-
course domain. Six chapters in two sections guide the readers along the paths Renata 
Pípalová has systematically pursued in her research for a!long period of time, namely 
investigation into the information structure of texts and paragraph patterns apply-
ing and developing the "eory of Functional Sentence Perspective, and the forms 
and functions of structures embedding citations into academic texts and establish-
ing their links to other discourses. "e monograph is a!collection of six studies #ve of 
which were previously published in academic journals between the years 2%&4 and 
2%2( but three of them were to a!varying extent elaborated; the study in chapter six 
is published for the #rst time.

Even though each chapter represents a!self-contained research article, the studies 
at the same time form a!coherent whole: they complement and build on each other, 
examine corpora collected from the same academic discourse domains of linguistics 
and literary studies, and are uni#ed by the scope of genres selected (research articles, 
Master theses, and monographs), enabling comparisons of native and non-native, 
and professional versus novice writing. As the author explains in her Foreword, the 
studies are also related by their relevance to the explorations into the standards of 
textuality, particularly coherence, intertextuality, and informativity.

"e monograph opens with chapters one and two o)ering a!comprehensive pic-
ture of the use of citations in a!balanced corpus consisting of linguistic and literary 
monographs by native as well as non-native users of English, professionals in their 
#elds, and Master theses by Czech students of English, with male and female authors 
equally represented. Both the general characteristics of the discourse parameters of 
citations and the analysis of the framing structures and reporting verbs have brought 
interesting sociolinguistic #ndings. "e vast majority of citations (*+%) in the whole 
corpus quoted experienced researchers and at the same time native users of English, 
and typically referred to hard copy publications. As the monographs and theses in 
the corpus spanned the period between &+++ and 2%&2, it would be interesting to see 
if a!corpus of current academic writing from 2%2%s would show similar or di)erent 
results as far as the medium of sources cited is concerned. 

Whereas professionals and novices agreed on who should be cited, they di)ered 
in other aspects such as the preferences of the framing structures. In contrast to both 
native and non-native professionals, novices tended to avoid any modi#cations of the 
speech reported, preferring simple frames, presumably not to interpret the citations 
for the readers. "e analysis of the use of reporting verbs on the other hand revealed 
di)erences between native and non-native authors, and certain similarities between 
non-native professionals and novices.

"e discussion of the #ndings acknowledges certain tendencies identi#ed and 
at the same time a!substantial heterogeneity manifested in the corpus, consider-
ing a!number of factors that may impact on the particular choices of native and 
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 non-native professionals and novices, such as the cultural traditions, levels of exper-
tise and experience, or conventions of the communities of practice they belong to, 
including proofreading practices. "e e)ort to meet the expectations of the audience 
envisaged is also mentioned as a!potential factor at play. Audiences addressed are 
relatively similar in the case of the publications produced by experienced native and 
non-native researchers but di)erent for the students and the theses they need to 
defend; the dissimilarity of the audiences as well as the fact that Master theses are 
submitted by the students to qualify for a!university degree may have contributed to 
the distinctions between the professional and novice discourses. 

As the author admits, the corpus analysed would have bene#ted from a!native novice 
section that would make the cross-cultural comparison more comprehensive. "e fact 
that the linguacultural background and the national disciplinary conventions shape ac-
ademic discourse and the use of citations was also con#rmed by Olga Dontcheva-Navra-
tilova in her contrastive study on the rhetorical functions of citations in research arti-
cles published in English by Czech and Anglophone scholars respectively (2%&-). 

Chapters three and four shi. attention to titles and keywords in research articles 
and explore their syntactic and FSP characteristics, and the distribution of keywords 
across the article sections, namely the title, abstract, introduction, methodology, re-
sults, discussion, and conclusion, which are seen as the subgenres of research arti-
cles. "e focus on titles and keywords in chapter three and on keywords exclusively 
in chapter four is motivated by the role they both play as embodiments of the Global 
"eme and at the same time by the relative lack of studies investigating the role of 
keywords in this genre. In both studies the corpus consists of research articles from 
database journals written by authors a/liated with universities located in the inner 
circle English-speaking countries; the decision to use authors’ a/liation as a!crite-
rion is, however, not explained. 

Even though the analyses of titles and keywords revealed several approaches 
the authors followed, the majority of titles represented the broader meaning of the 
Global "eme and provided the readers with complex information on the article: on 
the theme, disciplinary background, methodology, data as well as on the results. Sim-
ilarly, the keywords tend to refer to the same aspects even if in mere juxtaposition 
in the keyword set, without hierarchizing "eme layers. "e #ndings suggest that 
the title, the abstract, and the keyword set may be mutually interrelated by encoding 
the elements of the IMRAD structure and thus form a!coherent whole. It might be 
revealing to explore to what extent this parallel structuring is promoted or possibly 
expected by the guidelines and requirements set for the authors in database journals. 

Chapter four examines in detail the FSP status of keywords across selected sections 
in research articles with the hypothesis that keywords will typically carry thematic 
function and the thematicity will grow as the article unfolds. "e thorough quantitative 
analysis of a!broad corpus of twenty research articles and qualitative analysis of a!nar-
row corpus of two articles both disproved the hypothesis showing that keyword clusters 
o.en have rhematic or mixed status and their thematicity does not grow. Keywords also 
tend to be used with very di)erent frequencies in di)erent sections of the articles. "e 
diversity of the results signals a!diversity of the functions keywords may ful#l in rela-
tion to the Global "eme and inspires new research to test the tendencies identi#ed.
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Chapters #ve and six both delve into paragraph patterning, #rst to detect the lead-
ing tendencies and their canonical and non-canonical realisations and then to #nd 
out what roles keywords play in the thematic build-up of paragraphs and how they 
are used across the abstracts, introductions, and conclusions in linguistic articles. 
For commensurability reasons both studies examine the same corpus of research ar-
ticles, which was also explored in chapter four. 

Chapter #ve is also meant to test if the generic and disciplinary homogeneity of the 
corpus translates into homogeneous paragraph patterning across the corpus and the 
subgenres surveyed. A!detailed analysis of the paragraph types used and their propor-
tions in the abstracts, introductions, and conclusions proved almost the opposite: sim-
ilarly to the analyses presented in the previous chapters, even in this case the results 
were heterogenous. Paragraphs are characterized by a!high degree of instability, with 
the Broad P-theme paragraphs and non-canonical paragraph patterns dominating.

"e study in chapter six demonstrates that keywords are used in research articles 
with relatively low frequency and that they are reiterated in abstracts rather than in 
introductions and conclusions. As the articles unfold, derivation from keywords is pre-
ferred over their repetition. Discussing the results of the in-depth analysis of keywords 
in thematic patterning, the author explains that the limited presence of keywords as 
such does not detract from the essential roles they play in the composition of the article 
and its coherence as central conceptual and content frame-activating elements.

"e six studies provide a!comprehensive picture of some of the key features in 
academic discourse, based on meticulous research and thorough analyses of care-
fully built authentic corpora, rich in detail and convincing in the interpretations of 
the results. "ey show how varied and heterogeneous samples of the same academic 
genres in the same disciplines o.en are and how the absence of regular patterning 
and simple reiterations places demands on the reader’s knowledge of the topics, the 
context as well as the generic conventions, making them take an active part in the 
process. "e monograph would have bene#ted from a!synthesizing round-up chapter 
interrelating the #ndings across all the six studies, potentially discussing and speci-
fying their implications for research communication and academic writing support.
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