CELEBRATING A LEGACY:
PROFESSOR EMERITA LIBUSE DUSKOVA TURNS 95

Pavlina Saldova — Jan Cermak (Charles University, Prague)

Earlier this year Professor Libuse Duskova celebrated her 95th birthday — a perfect
occasion to honour her pivotal contributions to the development of Czech English
linguistics and university education, both of which continue to receive widespread
recognition.

In November 2023, upon the nomination of the Rector of Charles University, Pro-
fessor Libu$e Duskova was awarded the Josef Hldvka Medal by the Nadani Josefa,
Marie a Zderniky Hlavkovych foundation. The medal is conferred “on senior figures,
founders, and other distinguished personalities from Czech public universities,
Czech science, and the arts as a recognition of their lifelong contribution to Czech
science, arts, and education”.! This single recognition, pars pro toto, not only acknowl-
edges Libuse Duskovd’s lifelong contribution to research and impact in the field, but
also reflects a much larger intellectual and professional legacy.?

Libuse Duskova has been a leading figure in European English linguistics for sev-
eral decades, particularly in the fields of English syntax and hypersyntax, the theory
of functional sentence perspective, and contrastive linguistics based on a function-
al-structural approach. Over her career, she has successfully integrated the latest
trends in English linguistic studies with the best traditions of the functional-struc-
tural Prague Linguistic School and the Prague Linguistic Circle, as the most distin-
guished student of Professor Bohumil Trnka (1895-1984).

To begin with, Professor Duskova has played a foundational role in the devel-
opment of English linguistic studies in the Czech Republic after 1989, in terms of
academic expertise, pedagogy, and institutional organization (including her long-
term commitment to Linguistica Pragensia as editor-in-chief). The re-establishment
and advancement of English linguistic studies in the post-1989 era would not have
been possible without her expert knowledge, organizational commitment, and in-
ternational connections. Her impact has been reaching beyond the Faculty of Arts at
Charles University to the entire Czech academic community ever since. Her exper-
tise, exceptional pedagogical skills, and unwavering moral integrity have led Libuse
Duskov4 to become a guiding force in mentoring and educating generations of stu-
dents and young scholars in English linguistics.

Anunparalleled professional and personal role model for her colleagues at Charles
University, she has continued to serve her department as researcher to this very day
with characteristic determination, meticulousness and an awe-inspiring capacity to
take everything in stride, following new developments in her beloved field with ab-
sorbed interest and informed sympathy.

A radiant sense of duty and helpfulness has never ceased to inform the person-
ality of LibuSe Duskova — the human being, the teacher and the scholar. Her life
and work continue to be a great gift to all those who have come to know her. On this
1 http://www.hlavkovanadace.cz/

2 Formore detailed accounts, see e.g. Haji¢ova (2025), Betdk and Saldova (2021).
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momentous occasion, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to Professor Duskov4,
wishing her good health, joy, and many more years of well-deserved recognition for
her lifelong dedication to the discipline. Happy birthday!
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