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The papers contained in this themed issue of Linguistica Pragensia are full-length de-
velopments of unpublished papers presented at the workshop Conversion/Zero-deri-
vation: Aspects of the theory hosted by the first edition of the Biennial of Czech Linguis-
tics in September 2024 at the Faculty of Arts of Charles University, Prague.

Supported by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic, 
Project No. LM2023062 LINDAT/CLARIAH-CZ, and the Spanish Ministry of Science, In-
novation and Universities’ project PID2020-119851GB-I00, like two other workshops on 
conversion/zero-derivation at international conferences (Conversion/Zero-Derivation at 
the 22nd International Conference of the Department of Linguistics: Synchronic, Diachronic 
and Typological Linguistics, University of Bucharest, 2022, and Theoretical and Empirical 
Descriptions of Conversion/Zero-Affixation at the Word-Formation Theories VI/Typology and 
Universals in Word-Formation V, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University, Košice, 2022), and dovetail-
ing with diachronically-oriented events, like Diachro II, also hosted by Charles University 
in 2025, the workshop gathered a number of high-profile specialists who contributed 
major research results towards a better understanding of conversion/zero-derivation.

Unlike other topics, conversion remains a most relevant research subject to this 
day, as can be seen from the growing number of frontline publications on the subject, 
in this journal and otherwise, and as evidenced by the very title of some of those 
publications, starting with Laurie Bauer’s paper What is conversion?. The title is not 
a rhetoric strategy, and closer inspection of cases that have often been neglected in 
the literature about conversion, like non-inflecting word-classes, highlights aspects 
of the process that need further analysis alongside other types of conversion, as in 
Jurgis Pakerys’ Canonical and non-canonical conversion in Baltic. The intricate nature of 
conversion manifests itself in many ways, not only when other languages than Eng-
lish are considered, as in the latter paper, but also when specific semantic properties 
are examined, as Gianina Iordăchioaia and Jeannique Darby do in their experimental 
paper Causativity in zero and overt nominalizations: An experimental study. This is part 
of the fascination of conversion, as rightly remarked by Božena Bednaříková and 
Yuliia Mostova’s Word-formation from the cognitive perspective: Evidence from Czech. 

The guest editors of this issue thank the workshop participants and the volume 
contributors for the quality of their papers and the expertise they share on the topic. 
We also express our gratitude to the Biennial organizers and the editors of Linguistica 
Pragensia for the opportunity to disseminate prominent research on this captivating 
area of word-formation.
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